Judge’s Synopsis (October 19, 2025)
Handling American Domestic and International Mail 1860-1869:
The Decade of Turmoil and Expansion

Purpose: This postal history exhibit explains and illustrates domestic and international mail handling by the
United States during 1860-1869, a decade of turbulence created by the American Civil War, expansion into the
previously unsettled American Western frontier, and increased communication and trade with Europe and Asia.

Background: Six Southern states seceded from the Union and created the Confederate States of America
(CSA) February 4,1861, which eventually expanded to 11 states. Growing hostilities erupted into the American
Civil War, which occupied mid-1861 through mid-1865. Belief in Manifest Destiny and multiple gold and silver
discoveries in the American West attracted homesteaders and fortune hunters to settle the West. Private carriers
in California, the Pacific Northwest and other western territories provided mail services in those regions not
supported by the USA Post Office Department (POD). Over time, western territories became states and the POD
established mail services over new routes. Marked expansion of international communication and commerce
fostered new postal treaties with British North America and with Europe. Steamship service to Japan and China
began in 1867. Domestic and international postal rates, fees, and routes changed throughout this decade.

Importance: The philatelic importance of this exhibit lies in the selection of the finest quality postal artifacts
ideally suited to illustrate the postal history of the handling of domestic and international mail by the United States
and Confederate governments and by private carriers during 1860-1869. This is the only comprehensive postal
history exhibit of this period ever created and shown competitively.

Scope and Organization:
1. Secession, CSA Creation and USA Demonetization 6. Civil War-related Mail Conveyance

2. Federal Postage Rates, Fees and Services 7. Western Mail and Territorial Expansion
3. Confederate Postage Rates, Fees and Services 8. British North America Mail

4. Regional Mail Conveyance in the USA and CSA 9. International Inbound and Outbound Mail
5. Civil War-related and Armed Forces Mail Epilogue

Treatment: This exhibit shows the most important and distinctive postal rates and fees, postal routes, the myriad
services performed by the United States and Confederate governments and by private carriers to transmit mail,
and the markings they used during this time period. Space limitations preclude the showing of all rates, fees,
routes, services and markings employed during this period.

The American Civil War, westward expansion and burgeoning international communication largely developed
simultaneously. The Individual exhibit sections represent well-defined postal history categories within the exhibit
timeline of 1860-1869. The exhibit begins with covers recognizing the two most noteworthy events in 1860, the
November 6 election of Abraham Lincoln and the December 20 secession of South Carolina. The sections are
then sequenced to broadly follow the historical narrative, beginning with Southern secession, CSA creation,
Southern postmaster production of provisional postage, USA demonetization and issue of the 1861 stamps. The
Civil war began mid-1861 and ended mid-1865. The USA Postal Act of March 4,1861 and the postal acts that
followed resulted in changing rates and fees in the loyal states. The Confederacy developed independent mail
handling policies. Private carriers, principally in the Western frontier, established their own routes and rates. The
changing rates and fees are detailed and examples shown in Sections 2, 3 and 7. Union and Confederate mail
conveyance are shown side by side in Section 4. Mail carriage specific to the armed conflict is shown in Sections
5 and 6. Section 7 shows Western and territorial expansion. Sections 8 and 9 show the principal routes employed
and the changing postal rates to and from British North America, Hawaii, Europe, South America, and Asia. The
completion of the Trans-Continental Railroad on May 10,1869 brought a transformative conclusion to the turmoil
and expansion of 1860-1869. The only recorded cover posted that day serves as the epilogue.

Difficulty of Acquisition: During the four yearslong Civil War only small amounts of mail were transmitted
successfully by many of the approaches taken and the routes employed, and under harsh wartime conditions.
Mail in the Western frontier was similarly transmitted under difficult and harsh conditions. Consequently, surviving
well-preserved examples of mail handled during this period are encountered infrequently, and far less often than
most other postal artifacts. Acquisition of the uniformly high-quality examples included in this exhibit required
relentless and aggressive pursuit at auction and through private treaty for more than 25 years.



Condition and Rarity: The covers included here represent the finest, or among the finest, known examples
ideally suited to illustrate the postal history of mail handling by the United States during 1860-1869. 75 of the
276 covers are 1 of 3 or fewer, and 54 are the only, recorded examples of that postal use. This underscores the
importance, significance, and rarity of the postal artifacts shown here. Claims of number recorded, finest known,
etc., are supported by the exhibitor’s study of philatelic auction house databases, published censuses, complete
runs of the Chronicle and Confederate Philatelist, a 40-year collection of auction catalogs, and personal records.

Personal Studies: The exhibitor’s discoveries and published research are indicated on the exhibit pages.
Keys: Red borders: Especially significant cover. Blue borders: Newly recorded item. Cert: PF,CWPS Certificate.

Selected Material Highlights: 20 of the most difficult-to-acquire items critically important to illustrate mail
handling during 1860-1869 and which are included in this exhibit are:

. Earliest Recorded Confederate Postmaster Provisional, the Madison C.H. FL, on Cover (F1, Pg.4).

. Southern Letter Unpaid Handstamp on a Cover to France (F1, Pg.7).

. First Day of Issue (August 17,1861) of the 1861 3 Cent Stamp on Cover (F1, Pg.11).

. Only Recorded Southern Express Company Handstamp on an Across-the-Lines Cover (F2, Pg.1).

. Abraham Lincoln Free Frank as President of the United States on a mourning cover (F2, Pg.7).

. Only recorded July 1,1863 cover, the first day of the new USA drop letter and penalty rates (F2, Pg.15).
. Only Recorded Registered Cover to Sweden via Bremen During the 1860s (F3, Pg.4).

. Conjunctive use of Confederate postmaster provisional and general issue stamps (F3, Pg.11).

. Only Recorded Example of the San Francisco Appleton’s Valentine Express (F4, Pg.4).

10. Only Recorded Cover Bearing the Great Central Fair 30 Cent Adhesive and USA Stamps (F5, Pg.2).
11.0nly recorded Confederate 80 cent Double rate trans-Mississippi River express mail cover (F5, Pg.11).
12. “J Wilkes Booth” Signature on a Postally Used Harnden Express Imprint Envelope (F6 Pg.5).

13. Only Recorded Pony Express Cover Bearing an American Express Money Package Label (F6 Pg.12).
14. Largest Recorded Multiple (6 Adhesives) of the Wells Fargo & Co. Blue 25 Cent Adhesive (F7, Pg.4).
15. Earliest Recorded Use of the First Alaska Territorial Hand Stamped Postmark (F7, Pg.6).

16. Triple Conjunctive Express Company Carriage from British Columbia to the USA (F7, Pg.8).

17. Cover Forwarded from Steamer Point-Aden with an India 8 Anna Stamp to Zanzibar (F8, Pg.1).

18. One of 2 Covers Carried on the Inaugural Trip of the PMSS Contract Mail Route (F8, Pg.13).

19. Only Recorded Cover Carried From Japan on Maiden Eastbound Trip of PMSS Colorado (F8, Pg.13).
20. Only Recorded Cover Posted the First Day of the Trans-Continental Railroad (F8,Pg.16).
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Exhibitor's Knowledge and Expertise: The exhibitor has published more than 25 original philatelic research
articles about mail handling during 1860-1869 in the Chronicle, Civil War Philatelist, Collector’s Club Philatelist,
Confederate Philatelist, Excelsior (ESPHS), and La Posta. He has spoken at the Classics Society, the CCNY,
and the Civil War Philatelic Society on this topic. His exhibit “The Handling of Mail in the Confederate States of
America” received the Grand Award at NAPEX 2019, NOJEX 2019, BALPEX 2021, OKPEX 2023 and
CHICAGOPEX 2023. His single frame exhibit “Confederate Trans-Mississippi Express Mail Services” received
the CHICAGOPEX 2024 Grand Award and his single frame exhibit “United States Demonetization and Transition
to the 1861 Design Stamps” was awarded the 2024 Single Frame Champion of Champions.

Award History: A 5 frame version of this exhibit received a Large Gold at EUROPHILEX 2025 and a 10 frame
version received a Large Gold at NOJEX 2025. Per the jury’s recommendations, the latter exhibit was
reduced to 8 frames, the title page cover was replaced, additional key 1860 covers were added, and the
number of Confederate covers significantly reduced to create the balanced exhibit shown here.
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