
Handling American Domestic and International Mail 1860-1869: 
The Decade of Turmoil and Expansion 

  
Purpose: This postal history exhibit explains and illustrates domestic and international mail handling by the 
United States during 1860-1869, a decade of turbulence created by the American Civil War, expansion into the 
previously unsettled American Western frontier, and increased communication and trade with Europe and Asia. 
  
Background: Six Southern states seceded from the Union and created the Confederate States of America 
(CSA) February 4,1861. Five states followed. Growing hostilities between the North and South erupted into the 
American Civil War, which occupied mid-1861 through mid-1865. Concurrently, belief in Manifest Destiny and 
multiple gold and silver discoveries in the American West attracted legions of homesteaders and fortune 
hunters to settle the West. This necessitated the development of new private and government mail routes and 
services. Marked expansion of international communication and commerce fostered new postal treaties with 
Europe and steamship service to Japan and China, resulting in changing postal rates and routes. 
 

Scope and Organization:       
1. Secession, CSA Creation and USA Demonetization     6. Civil War-related Mail Conveyance 
2. Federal Postage Rates, Fees and Services                  7. Western Mail and Territorial Expansion  
3. Confederate Postage Rates, Fees and Services           8. British North America Mail 
4. Regional Mail Conveyance in the USA and CSA           9. International Inbound and Outbound Mail  
5. Civil War-related and Armed Forces Mail                      Epilogue                                                                    

          
Treatment: This exhibit shows the most important and distinctive postal rates and fees, postal routes, the 
myriad services performed by the United States and Confederate governments and by private carriers to 
transmit mail, and the markings they used during 1860-1869. Space limitations preclude the showing of all 
rates, fees, routes, services and markings employed during this period.  
 

Rarity and Condition: Only small amounts of mail were transported successfully by many of the government 
and private mail handling services available during 1860-1869. Covers that survived the American Civil War 
and Western expansion in quality condition are particularly uncommon. The covers included here are among 
the finest examples extant that illustrate American domestic and international mail handling during this period. 
54 of the 276 covers are the only recorded example of that postal use, underscoring the exhibit’s importance. 
 

Personal Studies: The exhibitor’s discoveries and published research are indicated on the exhibit pages. 
 

Keys: Red Border: Significant cover. Blue Border: Newly recorded item. Cert: Certificate from PF, CWPS. 
               

 
The issue of slavery 
politically divided the 
North and the South. 

 
Abraham Lincoln, 

opposed to the 
spread of slavery, 

was elected President 
of the United States 
November 6,1860. 

 
Lincoln’s election  

was the impetus for  
Southern Secession 

and the Civil War. 
 

 
 

An Abraham Lincoln presidential campaign envelope (“The Rail Splitter”) Newbury, VT October 23 (1860).                                 

 


