Pre-Production items for Chad’s Spectacular 9-Color
Engraved PHILEXOCAM Souvenir Sheet
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Purpose/Scope/Philatelic Importance: (OCAM = Organisation Commune Africaine et Malgache)

e The epitome of multi-color engraving is shown using pre-production items for a spectacular
1971 French-area stamp-on-stamp themed airmail souvenir sheet engraved in nine colors. This
required a specially modified three-color rotary press to print nine different colors simultaneously
by depositing three different ink colors each into left, center and right printing “zones”. No other
philatelic items with so many different separately engraved ink colors are known.

e Designed and engraved by Pierre Forget (1923-2005) an art professor at L’école Estienne in Paris,
and winner of an award for engraving the World’s Best Stamp in 1979.

e Unlike later French-area proofs beginning in the 1990s, none of the pre-production items shown
in this exhibit were ever made directly available to collectors and for the examples shown in Parts
I and I, only about five were printed.

EXHIBIT PLAN

e Part | begins with a signed die proof/essay in black on which the artist/engraver’s name has not
yet been engraved on the unhardened and unfinished die, followed by signed die proofs/essays in
various colors for each design. Totals per design were strictly limited by the French government
printing office to between 18-28 to avoid damage to the unhardened dies (est. ~5 in each color).

e Part Il then shows full gummed sheets of the engraved color trials used to assess different
background color combinations for printing. The S/S color trials have nine different engraved
colors and are excessively rare, the only examples known in private hands.

e Part Il shows the final selected color combination using a cut-down imperforate VIP gummed
sheet and an ungummed imperforate deluxe sheet for VIP distribution printed on card stock, the last
pre-production items to have been produced before release of the perforated souvenir sheet.

The items shown are in pristine condition, with souvenir sheet color trials being excessively rare.
Since all printing of engraved French area color trials for stamps ceased after 1983, this is now a
lost art, and these S/S color trials are the only examples known in private hands [boxed in red].

Research/Personal Study/Informational Sources: The exhibitor has personally researched these
items, obtaining archival information from the Imprimerie des Timbres-Poste via correspondence
with the the curator of the Musée de La Poste in Paris, making precision measurements coupled
with microscopic examination, studying multi-color stamp engraving techniques and marginal
markings on the color trials, performing digital color analysis, and corresponding with other
collectors. The exhibitor has published this research in The American Philatelist, April 2021,
pages 310-315.
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