Exhibit Synopsis:
The 1944 Olympic Jubilee Issue

Purpose and Scope

This traditional exhibit presents the set of three
stamps issued by Swiss Post Telegram and
Telegraph to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the International Olympic
Committee. Issued in values of 10c., 20c. and
30c, the series depicts the Greek god Apollo from
the Temple of Zeus in Olympia, Greece and was
designed by Maja Allenbach, based on the
Official Jubilee poster designed by H. R. von der
Muhll.

Historical Background:

In 1944, the games of the XIlI"™ Olympiad were
cancelled on account of World War Il. Despite the
games cancellation, the Olympic movement
continued as Switzerland celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the International
Olympic Committee with a Jubilee celebration in
Lausanne. The Jubilee featured a variety
sporting events and lectures over 3 weeks.

Treatment:

The Olympic Jubilee issue was valid from 21
March 1944 to 31 December 1944. The exhibit
first presents the basic issue of the three stamps
and first focuses on the design and production of
the issue and includes trial color proofs of the 30c
values in the colors of the 10c and 20c values.
Mint and used examples of each printing for each
of the three values are shown, including the
printing on two distinct paper types, as well as
plate and color varieties.

As the Olympic Jubilee series was available in
three denominations, the variety of usages is
broad. Based on the rates in effect during 1944,
a single 10c value could be used on local mail
within 10km or domestic postcards, whereas the
20c value is commonly used on domestic letters
and foreign post cards. The 30c issue was
commonly used on foreign letters. This exhibit
presents usages differentiated between domestic
and foreign rates and services.

The usages section includes covers cancelled at
a mobile postal bus that was on site at various
Olympic Jubilee events. Uses shown in this
section are primarily philatelic due to the
commemorative nature of this issue.

The exhibit concludes with special
commemorative postcards that were printed as
well as usages of a special machine slogan
cancellation applied at Lausanne.

Rarity and Condition
Key elements of this exhibit:

e Trial color proofs of 30c issue in the colors
of the 10c and 20c values. One plate (50
stamps) is known to have been printed.

e Pair of “Open Eye” variety of 30c issue.

e “Open Eye” variety of 30c issue in block of
twenty. This variety is rare in a large
multiple format. There is no accurate
record of how many of this variety exists as
no record was kept as to when the plate
repair was made.

e Multiple covers used on the first day of
issue (21 March 1944) including:

o Commercial airmail letter from Bern to
Buenos Aires. Unusual destination.
o First day usage of “Open Eye” variety

e Each stamp in the series signed by
designer Maja Allenbaach

e Scarce commercial usage of Olympic
Jubilee issue on last day issue. Of note,
12/31/44 was a Sunday.

An imperforate proof of the 30c. issue is known to
exist and is extremely scarce and not included in
my collection.

Key and important items will be highlighted by
being placed in a brown double-line frame.
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