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Synopsis 
Revenue Stamps and Documents of Iraq 1915-1932 

 
Objective and Plan: 
 
This five-frame exhibit shows the first provisional revenue stamps issued in Iraq from 1915-1932. 
The exhibit is divided into two groups. 
1. Revenues of the Chaotic period 1915-1920 (Several of the stamps recorded by Ross and 

Powell not known on documents as they were destroyed, few survived and are shown). 
2. Revenues of the British mandate period 1920-1932. 

 
Background: 
 
From the landing of the Indian Expeditionary Force at Fao city on November 6, 1914, until April 15, 
1920, Britain ruled all or part of ‘Iraq’ as an occupation power. In January 1915. Henry Dobbs, an 
Indian Government Revenue Officer came to Basra city to overhaul tax and civil records left by the 
Turks. Indian currency was introduced and by August Indian civil and criminal codes were in place 
under the promulgation of the Iraq Occupation Territories Code. The same year overprinted Turkish 
fiscals and Indian Foreign Bill and Court Fee stamps were introduced for use by banks, businesses 
and the courts. On April 25, 1920, Britain was assigned a mandate under the League of Nations to 
administer Iraq. Emir Faisal King of Syria was proclaimed King of Iraq on August 23, 1921. The 
British mandate came to an end on October 3, 1932, and Iraq became an Independent Kingdom. 
 

 
Map showing Fao and Basra city 

 
Highlight Includes: 
 

1. Discovery copy of the 1915 revenue stamp of Iraq with pen manuscript and additional 
Military Government in Iraq overprint inverted. 
 

2. Only known document to date showing large Indian Court Fee stamps overprinted Iraq. 
 

3. The 1918 Iraq in British Occupation 5 Rupee overprinted Double for the word Revenue in 
Arabic and English as well 5 Rupees in Arabic. 
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4. The 50 Rupee stamp of the 1923 Pictorial set. The highest value ever issued in Iraq. 
 

5. The 25 Rupees Die Proof of the 1931 issue, one of three recorded. 
 

 
 

6. The 1932 change of currency discovery 40 Fils on 8 Annas showing error Arabic 50 (٥٠) 
instead of Arabic 40 (٤٠). 

 
 

7. The 1932 change of currency only recorded 1 Dinar mint copy. (This was used in foreign 
embassies outside Iraq for issuing visa purposes) 
 

 
 

8. Legal document showing later usage of six five Dinars of the 1932 issue. Two documents 
known to date with the 5 Dinar usages.  
 

Summary: 
 
The revenue stamps and documents displays are from the time the British occupied Iraq are 
considered the earliest revenue issues for this new established country after the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire. Some of the items recorded are only copies recorded to date by the book by 
Ross, J, and Powell, J., “The Revenue Stamps of Iraq,” 2002. Iraq was considered an important 
country to the world because of the oil that played major role in the middle east. 


