
 1 

Revenue Stamps and Documents of Iraq 1915-1932 (Title Page) 
Purpose: This is a Revenue exhibit during the British Occupation of Mesopotamia, later to become the Kingdom 
of Iraq in 1921. The display shows revenues issued during the Chaotic Period (1915-1920) followed by revenues 
during the Mandate Period (1921-1932). The word Chaotic is used because several stamps in this period were 
locally surcharged, and no proper documentation was recorded for the date of issue, the place of issue, or the 
quantity printed. The exhibit starts with the first revenues issued with Indian currency after the occupation of 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) and ends with the revenue issued in June 1932 for King Faisal I, just before the end of the 
British Mandate in October 1932. 

  

Background: From the landing of the Indian Expeditionary Force at city of Fao (South of Iraq on the Arabian Gulf) 
on November 6, 1914, until April 15, 1920, Britain ruled all or part of ‘Iraq’ as an occupation power. In January 
1915. Henry Dobbs, an Indian Government Revenue Officer came to Basra city (Near Fao) to overhaul tax and 
civil records left by the Turks. Indian currency was introduced and by August 1915 Indian civil and criminal codes 
were in place under the promulgation of the Iraq Occupation Territories Code. The same year overprinted Turkish 
fiscals and Indian Foreign Bill and Court Fee stamps were introduced for use by banks, businesses and the courts. 
On April 28, 1920, Britain was assigned a mandate under the League of Nations to administer Iraq. Emir Faisal, 
King of Syria, was proclaimed King of Iraq on August 23, 1921. The British mandate came to an end on October 
3, 1932, and Iraq became an Independent Kingdom. 
 
Organization: 
 Chaotic Period 1915-1920 
 This section is organized by overprint type, as the exact issue date is not recorded.  
   1A. Turkish Fiscals      Frame 1 page 2 
   1B. Indian Fiscals      Frame 2 page 15 
   1C. 1920 Iraq in British Occupation    Frame 3 page 5 
   1D. Trial Revenue Essays     Frame 4 page 1 
 
 British Mandate Period 1921-1932       
   2A. 1923 Pictorial issues    Frame 4 page 2   
   2B. 1927 King Faisal I Portrait    Frame 5 page 1   
   2C. 1931 King Faisal I Portrait    Frame 5 page 3 
   2D. 1932 King Faisal I Currency Change   Frame 5 page 8   
   2E. 1932 King Faisal I New Currency   Frame 5 page 11  
 
Significance: The exhibitor has made several significant discoveries on variations of Iraq fiscal overprints. The 
research, conducted at the British Library in London, led to discoveries and additional corrections to the book 
published by Ross and Powell. To the exhibitor’s knowledge, this exhibit presents the most comprehensive 
collection of early Iraq Revenues ever assembled. No record exists of the quantity printed of these stamps. 
 
Condition and Rarity: The condition of the items displayed is the best known to exist from the war period in Iraq, 
given the high temperatures and humidity. Some of the revenues shown were overprinted while the troops were 
advancing toward Baghdad, which was occupied on March 11, 1917. No complete mint revenue sets exist for Iraq, 
prior to 1934, except those available in the Crown Agents Philatelic Archives. One exception is the 1932 new 
currency specimen set shown in section 2E. This exhibit would be difficult to duplicate, given the philatelic materials 
available. Significant acquisitions are described in Red letters. 
 
Currency Definition: 
Indian Currency in Anna and Rupee was used between 1915 and March 31, 1932.        1 Rupee = 16 Annas 
From 1 April 1932, the Iraqi currency, the Fils and Dinar, replaced the Indian currency.  1 Dinar = 1000 Fils = 11 Rupees 
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