
The Spanish-American War and Occupations,  
Reflected in U.S. Postal Cards, 1898 ~ 1907 

 
 
Scope / Treatment - This exhibit covers the Spanish-American War and Occupations, using U.S. 

postal cards throughout a nine-year period. Postal uses reflect opening actions of the war and 
subsequent military occupation in three conflict theaters of Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippine 
Islands. Segregated within each theater are U.S. occupation issues, along with military and eventual 
possessional civilian usages.  

 
This exhibit includes an examination of occupation overprinted U.S. 

postal card production and errors. Posted domestic and international 
examples of each include military and civilian markings. 

 
Challenge - Postal cards represent less than 1% of all U.S. generated 

Spanish-American War mail. This exhibit presents, chronologically in 
each theater, the war, aftermath and a glimpse of daily life. Limited 
supportive examples provide additional context. 

Key Item & As Noted  
 

Prelude to War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1898 lithograph postcard of Battleship U.S.S. Maine (inset), and her remains resting on bottom of Havana’s harbor.  
 

In late January 1898, the Battleship U.S.S. Maine was sent to Cuba to protect 
United States’ interests following a failed Cuban war of independence from Spain. 
Anchored in Havana’s harbor, the U.S.S. Maine exploded and sank on February 15th.  

 
Confident this act was a provocation by the ruling Spanish authorities, the U.S. 

government declared war two months later. 

Exhibit Chapters 
• Home Front (1898) 
• Actions & Occupation (1898 ~ 1900) 
• Occupation Overprints & Usages 
  Cuba (1899 ~ 1903) 
  Puerto Rico (1899 ~ 1900) 
  Philippines (1900 ~ 1907) 
• Post Overprints & Transitions 
• Epilog 


