
Revenues of the 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico Occupation [SYNOPSIS] 
    
This exhibit presents a traditional study of the production and usage of Revenue Stamp issues produced by both 
Mexican and United States authorities during the 7 month intervention period of April - November 1914. 
 
Background: United Stated forces occupied Vera Cruz, Mexico’s most important port on April 23rd in order 
to deny armaments and [customs] funds to the current Mexican Government. The Mexican Revolution was 
already in progress, with multiple players already maneuvering for position. The stated objective of U.S. 
administrators was to collect both Vera Cruz STATE (Renta Interior) and Mexican FEDERAL Revenues 
under existing Mexican law, with use of the funds for enhancement of the City of Vera Cruz and the balance to 
eventually be turned over to a Mexican Federal Government more amenable to U.S. interests then the current 
one. 
 
Mexican law specified collection of revenue for many activities by use of dated revenue stamps which consisted 
of a stamp and a talon, or detachable coupon. These stamps were issued for fiscal years of July 1st -June 30th 
with new designs each year. They needed to be validated with the name of the issuing office in order to be 
legally accepted. Some documents or transactions required the entire stamp to be affixed while others mandated 
the stamp on the customers receipt with the talon placed in the venders receipt book. These were liable for 
inspection at any time. Federal amounts due were calculated as a percentage of the state tax. 
 
The exception to the annual dated issues were tobacco products which used undated stamps of a different 
design which were placed on the product packet or box. 
 
Current Mexican Revenue Stamps present in the revenue office sales room at the time of initial occupation 
bearing the ‘VERA CRUZ’ handstamp and an additional ‘GOV. U.S.A.’ handstamp overprint were sold until 
stocks were depleted. Additional stocks without the ‘VERA CRUZ’ but validated with the ‘GOV. U.S.A.’ 
handstamp were sold through June 30th, 1914. Unsold stamps were destroyed and accounted for. 
 
A new series of Renta Interior and Federal revenue stamp issues were prepared for the U.S. occupation 
authorities for sale after July 1st in compliance with Mexican law. However no additional handstamps were 
applied, and the existing Mexican ‘Tobacco’ stamps continued to be used until supplies were exhausted. Unsold 
remainders of these issues were burned under supervision by U.S. authorities on Nov. 22nd as occupation 
authorities returned control of Vera Cruz to Mexican civil administrators. 
 
Order of Exhibit   I - Mexican Issues 
               a - Archival Material 
    b - ‘VERA CRUZ’ + ‘GOV. U.S.A.’ overprints 
    c - ‘GOV. U.S.A.’ overprints 
    d - Special Stamp Classes 
    e - Undated Tobacco Stamps 
    
 
   II - U. S. Issues 
    a - Archival Material 
    b - Renta Interior Issues 
    c - Special Classes 
    d - Federal Issues 
 
Scarcity and Difficulty of Acquisition: This material has been acquired in bits and pieces over a period of 
20+ years. Very little appears on the market at any particular time. The signed contract documents were 
obtained from a Mexican source who salvaged them when the Printer’s business files were discarded. Several 
independent accounts claim that ALL unsold remainders were burned under military supervision at the end of 



the intervention with no souvenirs allowed, so surviving multiples were probably from a commercial house 
which had them as per their normal course of business. Needless to say there were no returns of unused stamps 
as it was considered ‘unhealthy’ to have cooperated with U.S. authorities as future events unfolded. This also 
helps account for the scarcity of used stamps, and especially used on document. Very few stamped documents 
(~5-10) are  known in private hands. Some exist in archives. Initial production quantities of the U.S. issues are 
known, and while imperfect they confirm observed low survival/encounter rates for this material. 
 
Items of Note: Mexican revenue plate proofs on thin paper (~2 sets known), Full sheet of overprinted stamps, 
$50 peso Mexican Federal revenue (discovery copy, MEPSI certificate), all uses on document, Contract carbon 
copies (probably printer’s set - primary set in U.S. National Archives), U.S. Compound die proof (discovery 
copy), multiples used for plating (few others [if any] exist, Mexican and U.S. tobacco revenues, Special classes of 
Revenues (i.e. Textles, Capitales,  Bebidas Importadas). 
 
Comments: Much of the previously published information for this subject is either incomplete of grossly 
inaccurate. This collection forms the basis for the updated listings in the MEPSI Mexican Revenue Catalog 
scheduled for publication October 2010. Stevens in past catalogs included listings for items which may never 
have been shown to exist in order to make ‘complete’ listings. I have located records which update production 
and usage quantities (National Archives, UC Libraries). Much of this material updates prior knowledge. 
 
Original Research: Includes but not limited to: plating and production information for the U.S. issues, 
updated issue quantities, discussion of discrepancies in prior publications, source for quantities of Mexican 
stamp sales. 
 
Exhibit Track Record: NOJEX 2013 will be the 4th outing for this exhibit. It has received a Grand, Reserve 
Grand, ARA (Revenue) Grand, and multiple Special awards over the past 2 years. 
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