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Particularly significant items boxed in red. 

The 5¢ Taylor Envelopes of 1875 to 1882 

Purpose: 

The General Postal Union formed and ratified an agreement stipulating that all 
participating countries would have an international letter rate equal to 5¢/15 g. 
(approximately half oz.) effective July 1, 1875. The General Postal Union morphed 
into the Universal Postal Union (UPU) on April 1, 1879, with greatly expanded 
membership, to oversee the international exchange of mail.  

This exhibit shows uses of the first U.S. postal stationery envelope issued 
specifically for international mail. The 5¢ Taylor envelope was issued July 1 of 
1875 for international mail to GPU (and later UPU) members. It was issued with 
blue indicium per the GPU agreed upon stamp/indicium color for international mail. 

What is Presented: 

The exhibit begins with a unique 5¢ Taylor proof on orange paper. The exhibit 
contains a Centennial Special Printing for each paper color (generally only 3 to 4 of 
each known).  

The 5¢ envelopes were initially issued only letter size on white, amber, cream and blue paper. Legal sized envelopes on fawn paper 
were issued about three years after envelopes of other paper types. These were seldom used and are scarce.  

The exhibit also has the earliest known uses for each of the two dies. The exhibit also shows uses with supplemental mail (including 
multiple rate letters), registered mail (including one with an uncommon New Orleans registration label) and disinfected mail. 

The exhibit specifically excludes domestic uses since there was no 5¢ domestic rate and domestic uses (with additional postage) are 
largely philatelic. 

Research and Knowledge: 

The exhibitor is editor of the United Postal Stationery Society Catalog of U.S. 19th Century Stamped Envelopes and Wrappers, the 
Catalog of United States Stamped Envelopes Essays and Proofs, and Stamped Envelope and Wrapper Specimens of the United States. 
He is also responsible for U.S. postal stationery listings and prices in Scott 
Catalogs.  

The Postmaster General’s Reports of 1875 and 1876 show that Taylor stamped 
envelopes were first sold in the third quarter of 1875 when the GPU rate went 
into effect. Annual sales, both plain and with special request corner cards, are 
presented in the graph to the right. Note that Taylor envelopes after the first 
year were selling at 100,000 to 200,000/year during which time 183 million 
other stamped envelopes were selling per year. Envelopes with government 
printed corner cards of addresses (special request) are the scarcest format, 
being only about 7% of the first-year production of this envelope and 22% in 
the following years when 36 to 39% of all other envelopes had special request 
corner cards. 

The envelopes were initially issued only as letter size envelopes since 
envelopes were required to weigh under half an ounce with contents to avoid 
additional postage need. Envelopes were issued with watermark 2 until Oct 1, 
1878 when a new 4-year postal stationery contract went into effect and watermark was changed to watermark 5. Small variations in 
letter size and knife occur for both watermarks, dies, and all paper types. Since there do not appear to be any patterns, these variations 
will not be considered here. 

This was the period of change from hand gumming (square gum edges on top flap) to machine gumming (rounded edges of gum on 
top flap). The earliest production of this envelope is hand gummed and later production is machine gummed.  

The most frequent use of the Taylor envelope was prepaying a letter addressed to a U.P.U. foreign country. Letters with a Taylor 5¢ 
stamp added were sometimes sent by the Supplementary Mail rate, which required double postage for mail posted after the post office 
closing hour for a specified ship.  

The manufacture and sale of 5¢ Taylor envelopes ended in July 1882 with the issue of the 5¢ Garfield envelopes.  

Challenge Factor: 

During the period of Taylor envelope issue (1876 to 1882), annual stamped envelope sales (all denominations) averaged 183 million 
per year; however, the 5¢ Taylor envelopes sales averaged only 0.13% of that number. Further, Taylor stamped envelope sales were 
only 0.012% of Taylor stamp sales. 
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The exhibit contains an example of Centennial Printing on each paper type. Only 3 to 4 of each are known. 

Given the above low sales and the short period of issue, all usages of the 5¢ Taylor envelopes are scarce, particularly special rates 
such as supplemental mail and registered mail.  

Further, the legal-size fawn envelopes had an even shorter period of use (less than one year) so supply is even less. The exhibit has the 
only known used example of die 59 on fawn paper. 

In 1885 cholera was devastating Southern Europe, especially France, Spain and Italy, and the countries took various measures to 
stymie the disease, including disinfecting incoming mail. The envelope sent from Baltimore to Sicily, Italy was fumigated as 
evidenced by the 25 mm slit in the middle, front of the envelope. This is a late use of fumigation. 
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