BLACK THUMB - PLANTS THAT CAN KILL

It is tough to pinpoint the exact number of poisonous plant species worldwide, but it is likely in the thousands. A
Cornell University publication states that more than 700 species of plants in the United States and Canada alone
are known to have caused illness at one time or another. Why are so many plants poisonous? Plants are fixed in
place and cannot run, swim, or fly away from predators. This immobility has forced plants to become natures
chemists and plants have evolved the ability to synthesize a wide range of chemicals designed to deter, repel,
manipulate, and even kill their predators.

Plant toxins are equal opportunity employers in the sense that they can impact both humans and animals. Poison
control centers receive numerous calls every year regarding adults and children ingesting plants that have
developed potential symptoms of toxicity. University agriculture departments and veterinary science departments
publish research plant toxicity in animals and most pet websites have sections dedicated to plants that are toxic to
dogs and cats.

Plant toxicity can be grouped into three levels.

Level 1: Indicates a plant that is a nuisance but not necessarily deadly — unless consumed in large quantities. It will
likely cause the most harm to pets, but keep an eye out for kids who like to explore with their hands and mouth.
Level 2: Indicates a plant that could be harmful to pets or humans in large quantities. You'll want to keep a close
watch if you decide to grow any of these in your backyard.

Level 3: Indicates a plant you want to stay away from. It likely has been linked to death both humans and animals.
Don’t plant in your backyard. It's Not worth the risk.

When enjoying the outdoors plants are a big part of it. Plants are also a big part of landscaping for homes and
offices. The aesthetic value of plants can not be discounted as they add visual appeal to indoor and outdoor
settings and contribute to a positive and enjoyable environment.

A poisonous plant may contain any one or more of hundreds of different toxic compounds from several major
groups, including alkaloids, glycosides, saponins, resinoids, oxalates, nitrates, and harmful minerals. The plants
depicted in this exhibit can be found in home gardens, in the wild, or have been in the news. Not all of the plants

shown are indigenous to the United States.

Toxic plants have there own mystique
thanks to their use in Shakespearian plays
and murder mysteries. Agatha Christi is
well known for her use of poisons derived
from plants in her books.
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In 1982, the German Democratic Republic
Colchicum autumnale Calla palustris Ledum palustre oo ;
Autumn crocus Bog arum Marsh Labrador Tea (GDR) postal administration released a

specific set of six stamps dedicated to
Poisonous Plants. This set, issued on April
6th, 1982, is a popular thematic collection
within GDR philately. The stamps were
denominated from 10 East German pfennig
to 50 East German pfennig. The 10 PF
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DDR 25 g por . S0 stamp was the cost of a standard domestic
letter. The Print runs went from 16M for the
Bryonia dioica Aconitum napellus Hyoscyamus niger 10 PF down to 2.1M for the 50 PF.

Red Bryonia Aconite Henbane




