Exhibit Synopsis
Lion as a Subject of Inaugural Stamp Issues
Five-frame, 80-page topical exhibit

HOW THIS EXHIBIT CAME ABOUT.

While I do collect stamps and other philatelic and ephemera items on several topics and
areas of interest, I am primarily a “Feline Philatelist” or, as I call myself, a “FELINATELIST”.
One of the philatelic groups I am a member of is the “First Issues Collectors Club”, which I
joined because of my interest in resolving one of the cloudy areas of “Felinately” — which cat
stamp of the world is the “FIRST”. For years, the established opinion of cat stamp aficionados
regarding the “FIRST” feline stamps of the world was that a feline appeared first time on the
stamps from the 1851 set of nine stamps of the Italian Grand Duchy of Tuscany, with an image of
the sitting lion sculpture called “Marzocco” by the Great Florentine sculptor Donatello. After
digging through catalogs, publications, and numerous internet resources, I discovered several
earlier issues portraying lions, so the idea of this exhibit originated from the tenacious and time-
consuming research on this issue which also resulted in assembling three topical checklists:
“Number One Feline Postage Stamps of the World”, “Number One Non-Postage Feline Stamps
of the World”, and “Feline Stamps on Stamps”. Subsequently, I also penned numerous articles in
the “Cat Mews” journal on this topic.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THIS EXHIBIT?

This exhibit is a presentation of all inaugural issues of postage stamps of the world that
feature a lion in the design motif, along with the vast majority of inaugural “Back-of-the-Book
stamp issues and postal stationery with an image of a lion. It also includes stamps and other
philatelic items commemorating many of these significant, rare, and memorable issues.

WHAT IS THE ORGANIZATION AND TREATMENT OF THE MATERIAL

Do not be alarmed by the lack of a plan on the title page, as the exhibit is structured
chronologically, and based on the strong suggestions by the Chief Judge and my first
responder at the 2025 Great American Stamp Show, I decided to eliminate it, as the separate
plan on the title page was a duplication of the exhibit’s structure. Every single item displayed
in the exhibit bears the image of a lion as required for the topical exhibit. The main source of
the data such as the stamp numberings, denominations, printing methods, types of paper
used for printing, watermarks, and perforations, were obtained primarily from the “Scott
Classic Specialized Catalogue of Stamps and Covers. 1840-1940”, 2024 “Scott Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue”, “Michel Online Catalogue” and a range of other publications and internet
resources. The primary information about the specifics of inaugural issues, artists, designers,
issuing and publishing entities, along with the source of the lion’s image in the design, is
printed in a large font, and the auxiliary information is printed in a smaller italic font. All
scarce and significant items are matted and described in red. The expert certificates are
identified by @ and placed on the back of the corresponding page. The items that were
observed in my publications are identified by E and described in brown italic font. Some items,
such as stamps of Western Ukraine (Lviv issue) or Tuscany #1, are shown in used condition,
as there are plentiful counterfeits on the market, and an example with a certificate was not
available.

RESEARCH AND CHALLENGE
Considering the period of the presented material and the rarity of many items, putting this
exhibit together was quite a challenge.






