
THE PREXIE COILS 
 

PURPOSE 

The exhibit is a study of the 1938 Presidential issue coil stamps and their usages. The purpose is to 

focus on stamps seldom isolated from the entire issue to bring a perspective to the coil format not studied 

in detail before. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Many would agree that this issue is the most important of the twentieth century because of war-time use, 

use during the transition to common air mail service and its duration. It was the most dominant series 

during the modernization of the Post Office Department. Aside from short articles, there is very little 

study of the coil stamps separated from the other formats.  

 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE VIEWING THE EXHIBIT 

A. Based on extensive study and research in the preparation of the exhibit, a number of significant 

new discoveries were made, adding to the Prexie knowledge base: 

1. New findings on Scott listed thin paper variety of the 3¢ value. There was no thin paper. It 

is a result of the stamps position on the web. A new plate number was discovered and 

shown in the exhibit. with this paper characteristic. 

2. Definitive conclusion about the existence of large hole and small hole varieties. These are 

erroneously listed in Scott and there are faulty certificates from expertisers that lack critical 

knowledge certifying a non-existent small hole variety. 

3. The rarity of precanceled high denomination coils and certain coil values on cover were 

unknown. 

4. For the first time, printing variations on leader strips have been noted and classified. 

These findings, demonstrated in the exhibit, stimulated publication of articles and monographs 

which fully explain and document these discoveries. (See references below.)  

B. Of all the Prexie stamps printed in the 1¢ to 10¢ values (the coil denominations), only 18% were 

coils and only 0.05% were vertical coils. Look for the number of vertical coil usages. 

C. This is the first & only exhibit that has studied both stamps and usages of the Prexie coil format. 

D. What are thought to be common rates of the period are not always common in the coil format. For 

example, a 1¢ sheet stamp or even a horizontal coil on a postcard would be a dollar box cover. A 

1¢ vertical coil on a postcard is a real prize, though it too might be in a dollar box since its scarcity 

is not well known. Prexies on bank tags are common, but in 40 years of collecting I have seen only 

one with coil stamps. It is in the exhibit. Generally, while the rate or usage may be common with a 

Prexie stamp, the usage with a coil is not, especially for denominations above 3¢ and all vertical 

coils. 

E. The 10¢ coil is sought by collectors. There are 20 in this exhibit. Despite the collector demand and 

high catalog of the 10¢ coil, usages of the vertical format, especially the 1½¢ and 2¢ are more 

difficult to find and well represented in the exhibit.  

 

WHAT STANDS OUT IN THIS EXHIBIT 

A. The vast majority of usages are shown with coil stamps only. 

B. All shown EFOs (with exception of partial plate numbers) are extremely rare (There are no known 

errors.). This includes the two full plate number examples (These are found for booklets but not 

coils. Only three seen.) and, believe it or not, the mis-perforated pair. It is the only one ever seen. 

C. Prexie die proofs shown are rarer than those of most 19th century issues. The large die proof of the 

10¢ value is the only one known. 

D. Interesting or rare usages of the coil stamps are boxed in red. 



 

TREATMENT 

The exhibit studies the stamps first and then usages. Though rare die proofs are shown, preproduction 

material for the Prexies is almost nonexistent.  The cover section begins by showing a solo usage of each 

denomination.  Covers are organized generally by service and/or rate for purposes of clarity.  While some 

rates are redundant, the intent is to show different stamps, different usages. Because coil stamps were 

intended to pay the most common rates, the exhibit does not purport to be a rate study. A comprehensive 

showing of all denominations in a variety of usages is a major intent of the exhibit. Since this is a subset 

of a larger group of stamps, no effort has been made in either section to group stamps of the same 

denomination together.   

NOTE: Some judges have remarked that the covers on page 1 and strips on page 2 are out of sequence 

since their creation followed the pre-production material. These two pages should be considered an 

introduction to the when, how and what of the series. The introduction provides the context. The story 

begins on page 3. 

IN SUMMARY 

The exhibit is a definitive study providing significant new information for stamps that are a part of what is 

probably the most important series of the twentieth century. It is certainly widely collected. 
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PDF copies of the articles can be found at: www.the10cprexiecoil.com/articles/ 
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