The U.S. $15 Mortgage Stamp, 1862-1872: A Fiscal History “Perfect Storm”
Purpose. This exhibit illustrates and explains the range of on-document usages of the U.S. $15 Mortgage revenue stamp.
Apart from the bicolored $200, the large size and color variations of the $15 Mortgage make it the most distinctive of
the U.S. First Issues, whose use contributed significantly to the Union Civil War effort. At the same time it was one of
the least used. Only 18,358 were sold over the decade of broad Civil War era stamp taxes, 1862-1872, and $15 was the only
First Issue denomination not included in the Second Issues. Today only about twenty have been recorded on document.

Remarkably, these few exhibit a diversity unique among the high-denomination First Issues, as detailed below and in

the Epilog:
prog Exhibit Plan

1. Imperforate 2. Perforated, Dark Blue 3. $15 Milky Blue 4. $15 Ultramarine
1.1 1862 Mortgage $15 rate 2.1 $15 Plate Number 3.1 Combination with Dark Blue! 4.1 Philippines deed
1.2 With Nevada $5 2.2 Alabama solo use 3.2 Milky Blue subshade 4.2 $400,000 note
1.3 Oregon use 2.3 With Nevada $10, $20 4.3 Ultramarine pair

Numbers recorded are based on the exhibitor’s four-decade census. Red borders or print: special significance.




