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 Francis Lowell Hills (USMA 1866): Cadet Life, Service, and Legacy, 1862-1899 

Introduction 

Founded in 1802, the United States Military Academy has shaped ca-

dets through its Hudson Highlands setting, rigorous standards, and 

ideals of honor and duty. 

This exhibit draws on original material to reveal that world — not 

as institutional history, but as lived experience. It highlights the 

voices, places, and traditions that define the Long Gray Line across 

generations. 

Purpose  

The purpose of this exhibit is to illuminate the cadet experience 

through firsthand voices. By combining memoirs and writings by 

West Point graduates with the archival record of a single cadet, it in-

terprets how the Academy’s discipline and ideals shaped both daily 

life and the trajectory of a military career.h   

Scope 

This exhibit begins with the cadet experience at West Point in the 

19th century — its routines, traditions, and values. It then extends 

beyond the academy gates, tracing Francis Lowell Hills’s professional 

journey after graduation. Based on more than a hundred letters, this 

expanded scope shows how the ideals of discipline and duty carried 

into his later life, offering a fuller portrait cadet training and its en-

during legacy.  

Exhibit Plan (Single Frame) 
 

Section 1. Title Page 
01–02 Introducing Cadet Francis Lowell Hills 
 
Section 2. Cadet Life & Daily Routine 
03-14     Four Years of Cadet Life at West Point 
 
Section 3. Epilogue— Beyond the Academy  
15-16  Based on over 100 letters, this final section traces 

Hills’ post-cadet life, showing how West Point’s 
ideals endured long after he left its grounds.  

 

 

Treatment 

The exhibit opens with an 1862 cover sent to Cadet Francis 

Lowell Hills during his plebe year at the United States Mili-

tary Academy, offering a human point of entry into the ca-

det world.  

 

The main section traces the four years of mid-19th-century 

cadet life — its routines, instruction, examinations, and en-

campments — through contemporary mail, postcards, ca-

det publications, and illustrated accounts.  

 

The epilogue follows Hills beyond graduation through se-

lected later papers, including his request for an appoint-

ment, oath of office, resignation for health reasons, and ap-

peal for renewed service, drawn from more than a hundred 

letters. 

 Cadet Francis Lowell Hills (USMA Class of 1866) Appointment to West 

Figure 2. 1¢ Washington (Scott 408), 1912 — honoring 

George Washington, who designated West Point’s strategic 

site in 1778, laying the foundation for the Academy estab-

lished in 1802.  

Figure 1.  Stamp tied by black Boston boxed “Paid” cancel, accompanied by red 

Boston CDS . Printed envelop addressed to Cadet Francis Lowell Hills. Docketed 

“Mother Aug 11-62”, marking his first year at the Academy.  

Presidential Appointment of Fran-

cis Lowell Hills as Cadet, United 

States Military Academy War De-

partment letter signed by Secre-

tary of War Edwin M. Stanton, 

February 14, 1863, confirming 

Hills’s cadet appointment retroac-

tive to July 1, 1862—reflecting 

standard Civil War–era adminis-

trative practice. 

 
 

 

 

Title Page 

 

 

 


