Gold Rush Period Ocean-to-Ocean Express Companies

With the rapid population influx after the 1848 California gold discovery, the post office department
for many years provided insufficient service. Between 1849 and 1855, 23 ocean-to-ocean private
express companies commenced operations. No similar expresses were formed after 1855. Some of
these companies also carried express between certain western mining camps. The chronological
succession of these companies is shown in the chart below. Some expresses, such as A.M. Hinkley’s
Express and Evers Semi-Weekly Isthmus Express, began as one-man operations and never grew to
more than a few employees. Others, such as Adams & Co., were large eastern expresses that opened
offices throughout California and surrounding states. All had transit offices in Panama and/or
Nicaragua. None of them used overland routes except for crossing Central America. They exchanged
in-bound mail with local west or east coast express companies and frequently used the U.S post office
for final delivery. Companies included in the listing below had agents on each coast and used either
employees or the owner/operator to carry their express matter between coasts.

Of 23 identified ocean-to-ocean expresses, nine have no recorded covers. Covers are shown in this
exhibit for 13 of the remaining 14 companies. Additionally, examples of company stamps are shown
from three of the four expresses that produced their own stamps for prepayment of express fees.

Many of the subject covers and stamps are rare. Those with four or fewer covers recorded in Thomas
(2025) are outlined with a red box|[__]or have red text. Much of the Dodge & Co. and A. M. Hinkley
information and all of the Evers information in this exhibit, has been researched and published by the
exhibitor. This information is outlined with a blue box.| | An article on the nine early trans-oceanic
expresses lacking cover examples has been submitted by the exhibitor for publication.
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1 Haven & Livingston's Express

x
x
x

63 Adams & Co's. Express®

19 Berford & Co.'s Express* X X X
73 Gregory's Express X X
3 Palmer & Co.'s Express X

4 Dodge & Co.'s Express X ?

2 United States & California Express Co. X

1 Evers Semi-WeeklyIsthmus Express X :
31+ Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express* X X
9 J.Hawes & Co.'s Express X

7 A. M. Hinckley & Co.'s Express X

x
x

15 Pacific Express Company

42 Freeman & Co.'s Express* X X X
15 G.H.Wines & Co.'s Express ? X

No available example. Only one recorded cover.

Left hand column shows the number of recorded trans-oceanic covers carried by that express.
X’s mark the date of mailing of covers shown in this exhibit.

? indicates an estimated year date.

* Indicates this express company issued company stamps for payment of their express fees.




