
Synopsis/Notes for the Jury for BRAZIL 1982 SCOUTING ISSUE 
 

Purpose and Composition: This one frame exhibit tells the story of Brazil’s 1982 Scouting issue for the 75th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Scouting movement and the 125th anniversary of the birth of Lord Baden Powell, founder of the movement and World Chief 
Scout. The exhibit shows design material, first day covers, and usages of the issue, in a traditional format. 
 
Scope and Importance: The two stamps were issued August 21, 1982 in souvenir sheet format only, containing one each of the stamps, 
principally for sale to collectors, and were withdrawn from sale December 31, 1983. Because the stamps were not also issued in sheet 
format, usages are very scarce. Other than on first day and Scouting special event covers, usages are only reported on international mail. 
Most usages appear to have been philatelically inspired, except for a few commercial usages where postal clerks appear to have used the 
souvenir sheets and/or stamps removed from sheets to make up higher postal rates, such as for international air mail. Brazil experienced 
rampant hyperinflation in the 1980s, and international postal rates changed frequently – ten times between 1982 and 1986 alone (the 
usage period of this exhibit) – resulting in multiple stamp frankings to meet the prevailing postal rates. 
 
Exhibit Plan: 
 

• 1. Design and Production 
• 2a. First Day Covers: Official 

• 2b. First Day Covers: Commercial 
• 3a. Usages: Special Events 

• 3b. Usages: International Mail 
• 4. Epilogue 

 
Knowledge and Original Research: As this is a modern topical issue, collectors, exhibitors, and judges should expect, that stamp design 
and production information would be codified in the post office’s official four-page announcement brochure (EDITAL) and contemporary 
catalogues, but not all stamp design information is available from these sources. The EDITAL advises, that the two stamp designs were 
original work of Maria Lúcia Tavares Ramos, a graphic artist, post office stamp designer, and former National Executive Director of the 
Brazilian Girl Guide Federation. Her model for the Cr$185 stamp – a Boy Scout – has not been publicly identified. My original research 
has established that the source for the vignette of the Cr$85 stamp – head and shoulders of Lord Baden Powell – was a 1929 photograph 
taken at the Gilwell Park camp site and activity center for Scouting and Guiding in England, and that the post office’s official FDC cachet 
was based on that 1929 photograph with background added. There are no reported errors or varieties of this issue. 
 
Difficulty of Acquisition: While the covers shown were inexpensive, they were really difficult to locate. The contents of this one frame 
exhibit took over 10 years to assemble (2016 – 2026). The most challenging pieces were an international printed matter air mail packet 
with customs label for the contents, stamps on covers sent to collectors (Usages: International Mail), and a 1985 commercial usage of the 
1984 souvenir sheet for the 65th anniversary of the Brazilian Girl Guide Federation (Epilogue). No domestic usages are shown (other than 
FDCs), as few appear to have been saved, and I have seen none offered in the philatelic market. The most expensive pieces were the two 
Lord Baden Powell RPPCs, since both Scouting and Baden Powell are widely sought-after topics by postcard collectors. The post office 
retained all stamp design and production material; only a photo essay for release to the press was available to the public (on Title page). 
 
History: Large Silver (74 points) at ARIPEX 2020, Vermeil (76 points) at ARIPEX 2022, Silver (67 points) at San Diego Stamp Show 
2024, and Large Silver (71 points) at San Diego Stamp Show 2025. New material has been added since 2025. 
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Note to judges: A PDF document with selected references for this exhibit is available upon request from the show’s jury coordinator. 


