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Purpose. The primary purpose of this traditional exhibit is
to show the watermarks and countermarks of the paper used
in the AQ lettersheets that were used extensively in the Re-
public of Venice from 1608 to 1797. The secondary purpose
is to show the types of the AQ Lettersheets that have visible
watermarks or countermarks. All important types do.

Watermarks and countermarks. The manufacturing proc-
ess for handmade laid paper in the 17th and 18th centuries
produced paper with either a watermark or a countermark,
but not hoth. To understand how and why, see the full analy-
sis at p. 6 of frame 1. But in short the differences are:

Watermark Countermark

e Located in corner of sheet
e Usually letters with trefoil
e Often smaller, less elaborate

e [ocated in center of sheet
e Usually an object or animal
e Usually larger, more elaborate

Original research on the watermarks and countermarks.

This exhibit presents groundbreaking original research: the

first philatelic showing of, and the first photographs of:

e 29 watermarks or countermarks previously identified only
to 3 published non-philatelic sources by line drawings

® 43 watermarks or countermarks never previously seen

Thus, each of the 29 + 43 = 72 watermarks or counter-

marks is a discovery new to philately.

A new numbering system. Each of the 3 previous published
sources showing the 29 recorded watermarks and counter-
marks has its own numbering system. The 43 discovery
marks are in none of these. The exhibitor has produced and
uses his own new consolidated numbering system in this ex-
hibit, uniting all 3 published sources and the 43 discoveries.

The photographs. They vary in color and quality because:
1. Many watermarks and countermarks are simply faint.
2. The paper came from dozens of sources over 189 years.
3. As a security measure, a new paper source was often
used for each new franchisee. Each new source often
used its own watermarks and countermarks.

S, P,
X in
circle
above

G, C,
and
Trefoil

The AQ Lettersheets. From 1608 to 1709 the Republic of Venice auctioned the
franchise to sell its AQ Lettersheets to the highest bidder, usually for 2-year terms.
Until 1709 the Republic printed the name of the successful bidder onto the letter-
sheets. When the auction did not yield a satisfactory bid, and continuously from
1710 to 1797, the Republic sold the lettersheets itself directly to the public, print-
ing the period of validity on each lettersheet. The printed names of the franchi-
sees and the stated periods of validity are the primary features that distinguish the
88 types of AQ Lettersheets. Most, but not all, have watermarks or countermarks.

Showing of Lettersheets. This exhibit shows 72 AQ Lettersheets, each with a dif-
ferent watermark or countermark, with a photograph of each mark. They appear
in the order of the 88 types of the dal Gian catalogue. They comprise the most
comprehensive showing of them ever made outside Europe. The exhibit shows
all important types and varieties, including the four great rarities of AQ Letter-
sheets, one of which is a unique discovery invert. The exhibit omits those types
whose watermark or countermark duplicates others in the exhibit, and types on
paper with no visible mark. Except for Type 1, each mark appears only once. Wa-
termarks appear on pages with text to the left, countermarks with text to the right.

Presentation Conventions Identification and Scarcity From
New Consolidated Numbering System
; . Scarcer lettersheets
Information Discovery as shown in the (o) ) Watermark and countermark
about Watermark - identification as shown in
Watermarks dal Gian catalogue Consolidated matrix on p. 7 of Frame 1
Watermark o '
f . W.B.3 Number known is sum of:
Information Discovery The 4 great rarities of St 1. Number in this exhibit
about . Counter- AQ Lettersheets: 2. Number in exhibitor’s stock
Countermarks mark 5 or fewer known 2 known 3. Number in collection of one
/ other cooperating collector

Plan of Exhibit

A. Introduction

1. The Venetian postal system

2. AQ lettersheets in the
Venetian postal system

3. How to read an AQ lettersheet

4. The earliest dated postal stationery

5. Watermarks and Countermarks
on AQ lettersheets

6. A new Consolidated Numbering System
for Watermarks and Countermarks

7. Discovery: the only AQ lettersheet with
both watermark and countermark

B. Watermarks and Countermarks
(some types have more than one mark)

dal Gian Type Frame Page
1 2 1 42
2 2 3 43
4 2 4 46
6 2 5 47
7 2 8 48
9 3 3 49
10 3 4 51
11 3 5 52
13 3 6 55
17 3 7 57
25 4 2 58
28 4 3 63
30 4 4 64
31 4 5 67
32 4 6 68
33 5 2 69
35 5 3 70
39 5 4 75
40 5 8 79
C. Epilogue
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