
  

Usage History of the “Pumpkin” Envelopes
How and Where They Were Used

The “Pumpkin” Envelopes: The Civil War demonetization necessitated new designs for US 3c, 6c, and 
10c stamped envelopes. In addition, 12¢, 20¢, 24¢, and 40¢ values were issued featuring a horizontal oval design 
printed in two colors with positive lettering. Commonly referred to as the “Bi-colors”, these were the first US 
stamped envelopes greater than 10¢, and the first US multi-color “stamp” designs of any kind. These were in 
development before the start of the Civil War, and would have been part of the 1960 Star Die issue but for 
demonetization. The new 3c and 6c envelopes took a rather utilitarian design. The 10c however took the more 
elaborate design of the Bi-colors but in green only. All were issued on Aug 7, 1861

In 1865, 9c, 18c, and 30c denominations were to be added. As a cost saving measure, new, single color dies were 
produced for the 9c, 12c, 18c, 24c, 30c, and 40c values. These retained the horizontal oval design, slightly larger 
that the 1861 issues, and with conventional, negative text. These were issued in December of 1965. 

The 1861 & 1865 9c-40c envelopes are commonly referred to as the  “Pumpkin” envelopes for their pumpkin like 
appearance, which is unique to this group. The 10c’s were issued in letter size only, while the others were official 
size only.

Usage: The 10c’s were issued for the over 3000 mi rate and discontinued when that rate ended on July 1, 1863. 
They were then re-issued in 1865 for the 1864 “blanket” steamship rate. In addition, the 10c’s saw limited use for 
transatlantic convention rates.

The official statement of purpose for the other high values was for ‘larger items and foreign mail’. It is commonly 
believed that they were issued at the request of the express companies who were required to use stamped 
envelopes and regularly carried larger items. Most usage was commercial, with low survival rates. Indeed, 
quantities extant of most used high denomination entires are less than 30, some less then 10. 

This Exhibit illustrates the use of the “Pumpkin” envelopes. As seen above, the 10c’s were issued for specific 
purposes, and saw significant use. For the other values, the purpose was less defined, and the very low extant 
population adds a certain mystery, begging the questions “How” and “Where”. Organization is first by usage (rate) 
to address the question of “How”, then by origin to address the question of “Where”. Postal and Express usage is 
intermixed so as not to distract from “Where”. In certain instances, special cases are added. All know usage 
categories are illustrated. Origins are roughly in proportion to extant population and illustrate that d istribution was 
primarily to San Francisco (and the West Coast) and New York, with a small group seen from New Orleans and the 
deep south.  Census data provides details of known quantities. In 1875, when forming the collection for the 
Centennial Exposition, any remaining old stock in Post Offices was called in, with an unknown balance destroyed.   

Outline: 

   ● Introduction:   Design Progression  (Frame 1)
  1861 Designs
  1865 Designs
  Express Company Mail

   ● Domestic 10c Rate  
          over 3000 mi:    California Eastbound

  Eastbound Routings
  Unusual Uses
  Langton’s Pioneer Express
  Nevada Eastbound
  Other Eastbound
  Westbound
  Pony Express (Frame 2)

            Official use of 10c 
   ● Domestic 3c Rate:   Postal, California Eastbound

  Postal, Intra-California
  Express, Intra-California
  Express, Californai to Oregon
  Express, California to New Orleans
  Express, California to East Coast
  Oregon 

● Domestic 3c Rate: Nevada (Frame 3)
     continued Montana

New Orleans and Deep South
Misc Origins
New York, Westbound

● Transatlantic:  Germany  (Frame 4)
France, Convention
France, Non-Convention 
Switzerland

          UPU Rate
● China and Japan Outbound

Inbound Transpacific
   Japan
   China
Express

● British North Am. Outbound (Frame 5)
Victoria to US
Victoria to Europe via US

● Pan-American 
        Steamship: Inbound 

Outbound
● Ship Mail:    Inbound        



  

Census & Rarity:  The author has recorded the following quantities of used 9c &12c–40c 
entires. Certain data is still being compiled as noted.
A full census of the 10c 1861 & 1865’s is not practical. Known quantities of selected 10c entires are 
noted with the envelopes.   WF = Wells Fargo
Bi-colors:   
    ● 12¢ (29) = (8) Postal & (21) WF;  Incl. (4) Transatlantic; Issued Qty: 8,900, 3 printings
    ● 20¢ Not fully resolved, but certainly less than (10);  Issued qty: 10,850, 4 printings      
    ● 24¢ (7) = (2) Postal & (5) WF; Incl. (1) Transatlantic;  Issued qty: 8,800, 2 printings
    ● 40¢ (8) = (7) WF & (1) WF / USPOD conjunctive;  Issued Qty: 4,600, 3 printings.    
1865 Issue:  
    ● 9¢   Under review; Issued Qty: 83,000, 19 printings 
    ● 12¢ Under review; Issued Qty: 102,250, 16 printings
    ● 18¢ Under review; Issued Qty: 31,600, 10 printings
    ● 24¢ Under review; Issued Qty: 34,450, 9 printings
    ● 30¢ (20) = (7) Postal & (13) WF; Incl.: (2) Domestic; (4) Trans-Atlantic; (10) Pan American; 
               Issued Qty: 26,250, 8 printings
    ● 40¢  (6) = (2) Postal Transatlantic & (4) Wells Fargo; Issued Qty: 21,000, 9 printings

An unknown qty was destroyed in 1875 when forming the collection for the Centennial Exhibition.
By far, the largest surviving group of these envelopes is mint cut squares.
Used entires are far more rare than mint entires.

Notes: 

1) The actual title page is a 4” x 34” banner across the 
top of frame 1. It has been reformatted here for 
convenience.

2) Final census data is being reviewed for certain 
items, and will be updated.  
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