WWII CIVIL CENSOR MARKS OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA

This is the exhibit’s first showing. Triangular censor
marks were shown as a virtual single-frame exhibit
in a Rhodesian Study Circle (RSC) competition.

TREATMENT

This marcophily exhibit presents the most
comprehensive showing of the various civil censor
marks in use in Southern Rhodesia during WWII. As
noted on the Title Page, the focus is on the
individual censor handstamps, but censor resealing
tapes are also shown, as they were applied when
mail was opened and examined.

The exhibit plan follows the recognized three
periods of Rhodesian civil censorship, as well as
censorship of internment camp mail. The balance
of each section is consistent with the number of
censor stamps in use and how long each period
lasted. The exhibit is nearly complete in showing
each censor mark, missing only Triangular #7 & 9
(#12 & 13 not recorded), and Octagonal #22 (#31,
32, 34 not recorded). The search continues!

IMPORTANCE

The exhibit shows the entire scope of Southern
Rhodesia’s WWII civil censorship and provides a
great illustrative example of WWII censorship more
broadly. There are numerous examples of covers
censored in multiple countries.

As a Fellow of the Rhodesian Study Circle (RSC), | can
attest that this is the most comprehensive exhibit of
Rhodesian WWII censorship.

KNOWLEDGE, PERSONAL STUDY &
RESEARCH

| am recognized as one of the leading experts on
Rhodesian censorship. | co-authored three censuses
of the three periods of censorship, involving a
review of over 670 censor covers, significantly
updating and expanding the previous work of D.H.
Little (2000), British Empire Civil Censorship Devices
World War I, Colonial Territories in Africa.

The censuses and my other articles present
several new findings, including:
- Establishing that each numbered censor mark
was assigned to an individual censor and, for the
first time, definitively assigning each to one of
three censor offices;
- Putting forth the now accepted explanation
that the enigmatic DE/2 (& DE/24) marks were
assigned to supervisor censors;
- Discovery of previously unlisted major flaw: the
large “P. B C” censor mark without periods
(cover shown in exhibit);
- Discovery of previously unlisted numbered
censor marks;
- Discovery of the only reported use of WWII
chemical censorship of Rhodesian mail (shown);
- Several new Earliest and Latest Recorded Dates
of use of individual censor marks.

RARITY/ CONDITION

Quantification of rarity (e.g., “1 of 4 recorded”,
“Earliest Recorded Use”), is based on exhibitor’s
three published censuses. Exhibit includes:

- 5 previously unlisted censor marks (by D.H. Little);
- 16 earliest or latest recorded uses;

- 6 less than five recorded marks, including one
“only recorded” (DE/35 mark).

Overall condition of the covers is very
good/excellent, especially considering that most
were opened and resealed by censors.

REFERENCES:

In addition to D.H. Little’s work (cited above), my
applicable articles and censuses are available at the
link and QR code below.
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1R9X mYq
1K7WWh0eBUQxd29qraTEQN ul
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