Synopsis

DELAG - The World's First Airline: Development of Airmail Service 1910-1919

Purpose and Scope:

This eight-frame aerophilatelic exhibit presents a comprehensive study of DELAG's mail. It begins with a brief
overview of pre-DELAG Zeppelin mail and explores the entire history of DELAG's mail, from the inaugural airship
Deutschland in 1910 to the last airship, Bodensee in 1919.

Background:

DELAG (Deutsche Luftschiffahrts-Aktiengesellschaft) was the world's first airline - it transported ficketed passengers
and processed their mail during the flights. DELAG operated giant, lighter than air German airships named after
theirinventor, Count Zeppelin. The mail primarily consisted of passengers’ postcards, with occasional items from the
crew. Only a small number of flights transported mail that had been prepared in advance, and unlike later Zeppelin
flights, DELAG did not transport philatelic mail from stamp dealers.

Treatment:

Exhibit is organized by airships (as chapters) and by years (as subchapters). Pre-DELAG Zeppelin mail and pioneer
DELAG mail are combined in their respective chapters due to short durations of mail operations. Each chapter
begins with a mail route map indicating airfields, overflights, landings, and mail drops. Chapter and subchapter titles
are displayed in the upper left corners of exhibit pages.

Descriptions of selected items are color-coded to emphasize their significance: brown denotes unique items, orange
indicates unusual items, and violet represents findings from personal research. ltems of parficular importance are
marked with double red borders, while descriptions of items known to exist as a sole example are enclosed within a
single brown border.

Importance:

DELAG was the world’s first airline and operated the world’s first airborne post office. It played a pioneering role in
developing the logistics, policies, and procedures that shaped future airmail operations. The high public visibility and
media coverage of Zeppelin flights significantly contributed to the growth in popularity and utilization of airmail
services.

Rarity and Acquisition Challenge:

Exhibit can not be replicated - it includes 23 items recorded as only one example and 114 items with less than 10
examples recorded. It includes essentially all known iconic and important early Zeppelin mail items. Acquisition of
such rare items presents formidable challenge as they are typically not included in philatelic dealers’ inventory and
become available for purchase once in a generation.

Condition:

All items in this exhibit are postally used - many air-dropped, some transported over long distances. Despite their
rarity and difficulty of acquisition, | tried my best to source items in the finest condition available.
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Important items:

e Airship LZ 4 Switzerland flight July 1, 1908 (the first Zeppelin flight to use mail) Luzerne mail drop - only one
example recorded

e Airship LZ 4 - the last flight segment Mainz — Echterdingen, mail drop over Stuttgart August 5, 1908 - only one
example recorded

e Airship LZ 5 flight Manzell - Bitterfeld - Goppingen May 29 - June 2, 1909: Rain am Lech mail drop — only one
example recorded, the earliest recorded use of Bavarian postage for Zeppelin mail

e Airship LZ 6 Kaiser Wilhelm Il flight August 28 - September 1, 1909: Nuremberg - Bitterfeld segment, mail drop
over Hof - the earliest recorded use of the first Zeppelin onboard cachet SIGNALPOST Z llI

e Airship Deutschland Dusseldorf circuit June 24, 1910: mail drop over Bochum — only one example recorded

e Airship LZ 6 Oos - Pforzheim flight September 7, 1910: postcard to Barcelona - the earliest recorded DELAG
foreign mail

e Airship Schwaben proof postmark June 21, 1911 for the world’s first airborne post office - one of 5 recorded

e Airship Viktoria Luise Frankfurt - Idar Oberstein - Frankfurt flight July 17 from Oberpostinspector Lindemann on
the opening day of the world’s first airborne post office - one of 8 recorded

e Airship Sachsen Leipzig circuit September 7 - registered express mail: only one pre-WW | example recorded
on all DELAG flights

e Airship Bodensee Friedrichshafen - Berlin - Wolmirstedt (emergency landing) November 2-3, 1919 - one of 8
recorded (7 people jumped out, one ground crew member died during attempted Berlin landing).

e Airship Bodensee Friedrichshafen circuit December 9, 1919 - only one example recorded: the last recorded
mail item from the last DELAG airship

This exhibit features mail from Count Zeppelin, captain Georg Hacker, captain Hugo Eckener, tfechnical director
Dorr, commander Dr. Lempertz, crew members: engineer Muller, mechanic Laburda, mechanic Hohenstein,
engineer Karl Beuerle, steward Heinrich Kubis, helmsman Peter Ingwadsen and engineer Albert Leichtle; opera
singer Speeman and novelist Anatole France.

Overwhelming majority of DELAG mail was addressed to Germany. This exhibit features DELAG mail addressed to
Spain, Switzerland, France, Ottoman Empire, Holland, Brazil, Mexico, Chile, Japan, Austria-Hungary, USA, Russia,
German New Guineaq, Sweeden, Italy, Uruguay, Cameroon, Argentina, Panama, British South Africa, Russian Poland,
Russian Finland, Russian Estonia, England and New Zealand.

Authenticity:

Only items with unquestionable authenticity are included in this exhibit. | excluded the forgeries of pre-DELAG and
early DELAG mail detailed in Wolfgang Hacker's publication “Die Erste Zeppelinabwurfpost Und Ihre Falschungen®.

Additionally, | did not attempt to include in this exhibit the postcard dropped over Romanshorn from the September
25, 1907 Z | (LZ 3) flight. It was omitted from the 2003 Michel Zeppelin Specialized Catalogue due to concerns
regarding its authenticity. Although the item is listed in the Sieger catalogue and the 2017/2018 Michel Zeppelin-
und Flugpost-Spezial, several peculiar circumstances - none of which are individually conclusive - collectively raise
doubts about its authenticity -

1. It was dropped over Switzerland but mailed from Germany

2. Itis addressed (in different handwriting) to the same person (Louis Joe Obermayer) as 1908 Z Il (LZ 4) Switzerland
flight mail drop over BUrglen. Both items are shown on page 14 of Michel Zeppelin catalogues as 3 Ba and 4Ba.
In 1907-1908, the property at 317 East 10th Street in New York - where the postcard was addressed - was owned
and occupied by Rudolf F. and Maria Singer, who also rented rooms to long-term tenants.

2



Louis Joe Obermayer, the addressee, does not appearin Trow's General Directory of the Boroughs of Manhattan
and Bronx, City of New York for 1907. This aligns with the 1908 postcard (4Ba) being returned to sender as
unclaimed mail. However, the 1907 postcard (3Ba) was not returned, which raises further questions.

Exhibitor’s Original Research:

1)
2)

3)

How to distinguish Zeppelin onboard mail from eyewitness mail (Pre-DELAG Zeppelin, Mail Z Il - 1908)

Airships’ military designation (e.g. Z lla) should be used instead of hull number (e.g. LZ 5) referenced in
Sieger and Michel catalogues (Pre-DELAG Zeppelin Mail, Z lla - 1909)

All Postcard Week mail postmarked on June 12, 1912 was transported by airship Schwaben - airplane
Gelber Hund (Yellow Dog) did noft fly that day (Chapter 2, Schwaben, 1912)

4) One-line violet office cachet "Viktoria Luise” and its use in November 1913 Frankfurt training flights mail
(Chapter 3, Viktoria Luise, 1913)

5) Several publications erroneously attribute management of Graf Zeppelin mail service in 1928 - 1934 to
DELAG. My research indicates that DELAG was inactive from the middle of December 1919 until its formal
dissolution in March 1935 (Epilogue)

6) Discoveries not listed in Sieger and Michel catalogs:

a) Schwaben Oos - Worth - Oos flight July 28, 19211 (Frame 2)
b) Schwaben Oos circuit flight April 24, 1912 (Frame 3)
c) Viktoria Luise Frankfurt circuit flight December 1, 1912 (Frame 4)
d) Viktoria Luise Potsdam circuit flight July 18, 1913 (Frame 5)
e) Use of black onboard cachet — Hansa Potsdam circuit flight March 23, 1914 (Frame 6)
f)  Use of violet onboard postmark — Hansa Dresden circuit flight July 29, 1914 (Frame 6)
g) Sachsen Leipzig circuit flight June 25, 1913 (Frame 7)
h) Bodensee Berlin - Friedrichshafen flight November 17, 1919 (Frame 8)
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